
CLOSTER NATURE CENTER 
NEWS

P.O. BOX 80, CLOSTER NJ 07624 
closternaturecenter.org
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JANUARY AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS:
Fossils, Dinosaurs, and the History of Life On Earth!
How do we know about dinosaurs, woolly mammoths and saber-toothed tigers?....Fossils!  
Come to the Nature Center for fun indoor fossil projects and outside activities.

Please dress for the weather!
PK-K  Tuesdays  12th - 19th - 26th
1st-2nd  Wednesdays  13th - 20th - 27th

3rd-6th  Thursdays  14th - 21st - 28th

COST: $30 members, $40 non-members……TIME: 3:45 to 5:00

To register for classes: Call Marc at (201) 750-2778 to reserve a place in class. Then, 
bring to the first class a check, (preferably not cash) for the proper amount, made out to 
the Closter Nature Center.

SPECIAL JANUARY EVENTS:
Winter Hike
Sunday January 17, 2:00 - 3:30
Join us for a family winter hike through the Nature Center’s trails. This one-hour hike will 
be for all ages, and will highlight the magic of winter. Hot cocoa will be served when we 
return to the cabin. This program is free, but donations will be welcomed!

Night Hike

Saturday January 23rd, 7:00 - 8:30
Are you ready for a night to remember? We will learn about the nocturnal animals of the 
Nature Center, hike into the darkness for about 1/2 hour then meet at the fire ring for a 



fire, hot cocoa and of course... marshmallows! This program is free, but donations will be 
welcomed!            

Naturalist Notes:

January is here, but that is no reason to lock yourself in the 
house. Outside winter activities like skiing, snowshoeing, and my 
new favorite, ice fishing, all require special gear and training- but 
there is still nothing like the good old-fashioned winter hike!

Winter is such a great time to get outside into the forest for so 
many reasons. First of all, the cold weather of winter reduces 
your chances of mosquito bites to 0%!  Breathing in a lung full of 
cold winter air after a vigorous walk is exhilarating.  With no 
leaves on the trees and shrubs, finding wildlife becomes much 
easier.
There are few things more beautiful than walking through the 
forest after a light snowfall.

The list of reasons to get outside in the winter goes on and on, 
but here is a simple quote that helps with all of my outdoor 
activities: "there is no such thing as bad weather--only bad 
clothes"
Dressing for a winter hike, or most other winter time pursuits, is 
simple - it's all about layers! Make sure you have things you can 
take off before you over-heat, and put back on when you need to.

Feel free to join us for the two winter hikes that we are 
offering this month; they will surely be a lot of fun for 
everyone!

See you on the trails,



Marc Gussen, Naturalist


